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Charlie Chaplin savait déja skier quand il est venu a Crans
dans les années 60... Mais il avait hate de s'y remettre
en famille car c'est sur le plateau du golf que tous ses
enfants ont appris a skier. «J'étais trés impressionné,

je croyais trouver un homme tres dréle mais Charlie
Chaplin dans la vraie vie était un homme trés sérieux. Il
m'a demandé de skier derriére lui dans la descente pour
['aider au cas ou il tomberait...», raconte André Bonvin,
professeur de ski. Il se souvient de tous les enfants - il
a gardé des contacts avec Michel - avec qui il a skié
plusieurs années; «il y avait juste Géraldine qui filait a
chaque fois...» Quant a Oona, elle a bien tenté de skier
avec son mari pour lui faire plaisir, mais une fois sur la
piste, n'a pas osé se lancer...

114 - La vie a Crans-Montana

ompose

Charlie Chaplin already knew how to ski when he came
to Crans in the 60s... But he was impatient to return to
ski with his family and it was on the golf plateau that his
children learnt to ski. "l was very impressed. | thought I'd
meet a person who was very funny, but Charlie Chaplin
was a very serious man in real life. He asked me to ski
behind him as we went downhill, to help him in case

he fell..." says André Bonvin, a ski instructor. He can
remember all the children - he has kept in touch with
Michel - who he skied with for several years. "It was just
Géraldine who slipped away each time..." As for Oona,
she did actually try to ski with her husband, just to
please him, but once she was on the slopes, she didn't
dare to set off...
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